Published Weekly by the 


FOREIGN POLICY ASSOCIATION 


National Headquarters 
18 East 41st STREET, NEW York, N. Y. 
Subscription, One Dollar a Year 


News Bulletin | 


Jas.G. MCDONALD, Chair’n; CHRISTINA MERRIMAN, 
Sec’y; Gpo. M. LAMonTs, Treasurer; EstHER G, 
Ogpen, Membership Sec’y. 


Membership, $5 a year Telephone, LEX ington 2523 


Vol. VI, 


No. 22. 


April 8, 1927 


NOTICE 

All seats for the F. P. A. dinner in honour 
of the Rt. Hon. J. Ramsay MacDonald at the 
Waldorf-Astoria, on April 26, have been sold. 
A few balcony seats are available at $2.00 for 
members only. Members may not bring 
guests. Balcony will be opened at 8:30 P. M., 
(Daylight Saving Time). 

Mr. MacDonald’s address will be broadcast 
by WJZ, New York, KYW, Chicago, KDKA, 
Pittsburgh, from nine to ten P. M., New 
York, Daylight Saving Time. 


Entered as seconéd- 
class matter December 
3, 1921, at the Post 
Office at New York, 
N. Y., under the act 
of March 3%, 1879, 


JOINT OR INDEPENDENT ACTION? 


HOULD the United States formulate 

with Great Britain a common Chin- 
ese policy? Or should our Government 
insist upon maintaining its independence 
of action? If the former, should unity 
of policy extend to the pooling of mili- 
tary forces under a unified command? 
Or should the marines and gunboats of 
the United States be employed solely 
for the protection of American citizens 
on their way out from the interior points 
and in the coast ports? Implicit in these 
queries—raised in an acute form by the 
present discussions in London, Washing- 
ton, Peking and other capitals as to the 
note or notes to be sent to the Nationalist 
Government because of the Nanking in- 
cident—are fundamentally irreconcil- 
able points of view. 


Those who favor unity of action argue 
that only through the prompt and con- 
certed use of all the available military 
strength can the complete victory of 
“militarism, brigandage and Bolshev- 
ism” be prevented. The statement of 
the Shanghai Chamber of Commerce, 
April 3, and the inflammatory dispatches 
of Frederick Moore of the New York 
Times are typical expressions of this 
body of opinion. 


Other organizations and individuals 
with equal experience in Chinese affairs 
insist that only through the maintenance 
of freedom of action and by the adop- 
tion of a constructive policy can the 
United States avoid being made a 
catspaw for the commercial and im- 
perialistic interests of Great Britain in 
the Yangtse valley and of other powers 
elsewhere. These observers believe that 
Chinese Nationalism, though tempor- 
arily and partially under Bolshevik in- 
fluence, contains the essential seeds of 
Chinese rehabilitation. They insist that 


unity of action of the powers led by 
Great Britain would further inflame the 
anti-foreign feeling of the Chinese, dis- 
credit the moderates in the Koumintang 
and exalt the power of Moscow. 

The “strong-arm” advocates point to 
the following recent developments in 
support of their thesis: the seemingly 
conclusive evidence that the looting in 
Nanking was deliberately planned and 
carried out by Nationalist troops; the 
effectiveness of the British and Ameri- 
can barrage* in stopping the attack on 
foreigners; the reported attacks on the 
Japanese and other concessions; the dis- 
sensions in the Kuomintang, and the 
growing strength of the radicals as evi- 
denced by the limitations recently placed 
by the Central Executive Committee 
upon the power of the commanding Gen- 
eral, Chang Kai-shek, a moderate. 

The advocates of conciliation retort 
that most of these reported events, in- 
sofar as they may prove to have been 
true, show the danger and futility of 
coercion. They add: in the conquest of 
half of China by the Nationalists, only 
one American and ten or twelve other 
foreigners have been killed; despite in- 
ternal dissensions in the Kuomintang the 
Nationalist army is advancing steadily 
and even Frederick Moore now forecasts 
the fall of Peking. 


The Shanghai Chamber of Commerce 
proposes in fact nothing less than war 
against the Nationalists. How else could 

“unified action by the powers... 
suppress disorder and restore conditions 
favorable to the maintenance of a re- 
sponsible government, (and achieve) 
security for foreign lives and property 
in all the treaty ports. . and recover 


*Contrary to the implication in the Newe Bulletin, Vol 


VL, No, 21, April 1, 1927, latest reports indicate that only 
a few Chinese were killed. 


all foreign properties which have been 
destroyed or confiscated.” Similarly, 
what but war is the suggested “naval 
activity from Shanghai to Hankow, prac- 
tically cutting off the North from South 
China and rendering the Nationalists un- 
able militarily or otherwise, to operate 
= a British blockade along the 
ver.” 

There is no responsible opinion in 
Washington favorable to participation in 
such grandiose adventures. Unity of 
action is not likely to go further than the 
presentation by the United States, con- 
currently with similar action by the other 
powers, of its demands on the Nationalist 
Government for reparation for the Nan- 
king outrages. The United States’ com- 
munication is not expected to be in any 
sense an ultimatum. 

But the tragic fact will remain. An 
epoch-making world situation is being 
handled by diplomats and naval officers 
trained in the minutiae of formal pro- 
cedure and accustomed to ultimate reli- 
ance upon force. As an editorial in the 
New York Herald Tribune, April 4, dis- 
cerningly says, “It is a situation which 
reduces the legalism of diplomacy to 
something of an absurdity.” 

The “Mystery” Notes 

HE cloak of secrecy has been par- 

tially removed from the diplo- 
matic notes recently exchanged between 
Mexico and the United States. It ap- 
pears from an obviously State Depart- 
ment-inspired dispatch to the New York 
Times March 28; that these mysterious 
communications concerned a series of 
“forged documents,” which were alleged 
to have been stolen from the American 
Embassy in Mexico City. Photographs 
of these documents were shown by Presi- 
dent Calles to Mr. George Barr Baker, 
a private American citizen, when he was 
in Mexico a few weeks ago, with the 
suggestion that he put them in the hands 
of President Coolidge. Itis charged that 
these papers consist of messages and 
memoranda from Secretary Kellogg and 
other officials to American governmental 
representatives in Mexico encouraging 
revolutionary activities against the 
Calles Government, in order to create 
such a condition of unrest that “the 
United States could support a candidate 
for President of Mexico who would be 
pliant to American influence.” 

Washington insists that these docu- 
ments are either complete forgeries or 
have had forged portions interpolated in 
them; and that they “were cleverly de- 
signed to foment trouble between Mex- 
ico and the United States. The evident 
purpose of those concerned with them 
was to cause a break between the two 

es.” 

No official statement has yet been 


The Editors assume responsibility for the opinions expressed in this Bulletin. 


issued by either capital. But an expla- 
nation is expected soon from Secretary 
Kellogg. The Mexican authorities are 
said to accept the American declaration 
that the documents are forgeries. 


In answer to the United States’ invi- 
tation that it be represented in “some 
manner” at the Naval Conference in 
Geneva, France, after various delays, 
replied April 4, that it must for the pres- 
ent defer its decision. This, in view of 
Briand’s strenuous fight to secure per- 
mission to send unofficial representatives, 
may be tantamount to a declination. 


JAMES G. MCDONALD. 


INFORMATION SERVICE 
Vol. Ill, No. 3. April 13, 1927. 
Diplomatic Protection of American Investments 
Abroad. 


MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR MRS. TIFFANY 


A memorial service in memory of Mrs. Charles 
L. Tiffany, for many years a member of the 
F. P. A. Executive Board, will be held in the 
Town Hall, 113 West 43d Street, New York, on 
the afternoon of Wednesday, April 20, at five 
o'clock. Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt and Mr. 
Charles P. Howland will speak. A limited num- 
ber tickets can be had on application to the 
F. P. A. offices. 
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State of New York, County of New York, ss.: 
Before me, a Notary Public in and for the State and 
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who, having been duly sworn according to law, deposes and 
says that she is the Secretary of the Foreign Policy As 
sociation, publisher of the NEWS BULLETIN and 
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belief, a true statement of the ownership, management, 
etc., of the aforesaid publication for the date shown in the 
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Publisher—Foreign Policy Association, 18 Hast 
Street, New York City. 

Editor—James G. McDonald, 18 Hast dist Street. New 
York City. 

Managing Editor—wNone. 

Business Managers—None. 

2. That the owners are: 

Foreign Policy Association, the princtpal officers of which 
are: James G. McDonald, Chairman; Edward Mead Earie, 
Vice-Chairman; Christina Merriman, Secretary: all of 18 
East 4ist Street, New York City; and George M. La Monte, 
Treasurer, 61 Broadway, New York City. 

3. That the known bondholders, mortgagees, and other 
security holders owning or holding 1 per cent or more of 
total amount of bonds, mortgages, or other securities, are: 

None. 

4. That the two paragraphs next above, giving the names 
of the owners, stockholders, and security holders, if any, 
contain not only the list of stockholders and security holders 
as they appear upon the books of the company, but also, in 
cases where the stockholder or security holder appears upon 
the books of the company ag trustee or in any other fidu- 
ciary relation, the name of the person or corporation for 
whom such trustee is acting, is given; also that the saki 
two paragraphs contain statements embracing affiant's full 
knowledge and belief as to the circumstances and conditions 
under which stockholders and security holders who do not 
appear upon the books of the company as trustees, hold 
stock and securities in a capacity other than that of a 
bona fide owner; and this affiant has no reason to believe 
that any other person, association, or corporation has any 
interest, direct or indirect, in the said stock, bonds, or 
other securities than as so stated by her. 
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